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CONGRATULATIONS!

2009 National Merit  Semifinalists

Autumn McConnico

Elijah Orenstein

Ashley Van Galen

Hillary Wehry

Jenny Zeng

Matthew Robinett
ATTENTION ALL IB PARENTS!
Please update your contact information with the IB office at 595-1500 x 244 and with the IB Support Foundation (IBSF) at jjbranco@bellsouth.net .  
It’s that time of year when we will be sending notices, invitations, and other important information to current and incoming IB parents and students.  It is very important that we have your current contact information so you and your student won’t miss out on important events!  
2009

National Merit Commended Scholars

(The largest group since the IB Program began!)
Eric Branco

Jennifer Burke

Joshua Chen

Liam Dunaway

Billie Evans

Carlee Hoffmann

Rachel Jones

Stephanie Molchan

Kelly Ratté 
Michael Rizzo

Andrew Voyles

Paul Woody
National Achievement Outstanding Participants
For Outstanding PSAT Scores
Christian Edwards

Raneshia Lawrence

BreAnna Manassa
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Helpful Websites

www.schoolnotes.com  – Type 32501 in the zip code section to access IB teachers and their schoolnotes information.

www.phsibsupport.org – This is the IBSF website which is loaded with helpful information regarding upcoming events, alumni updates, student achievements, test prep and much more!

www.pensacolahighschool.org – This is the PHS website where you can get information on school-wide activities, clubs, sports schedules, etc.
Helpful College Test Date Information Sites

Check out the following sites for helpful test prep information and dates! 

www.actstudent.org www.collegeboard.com
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Pensacola High Science Fair Competition

PHS IB students are formulating their plans for the 2008-2009 Science Fair.  Students who have signed up to participate are in the process of completing the required paperwork for competition.  They have been given a handout with instructions for planning their projects, including deadlines for turning in paperwork and a checklist to help them work through the difficult process of completing all required science fair entry forms.  The committees that approve the student’s projects are meeting and will continue to approve projects through October 15, 2008.  After this time, if students have not met the deadlines, they will be required to work on a project that does not require SRC or IRB approval.  The student’s teacher will be able to approve those projects.  

The PHS fair will be held in the auditorium on Wednesday, December 10, 2008.  Students will bring their projects for setup the day before to be judged during the day on the 10th, and will take their projects home at the end of the day on Wednesday.  Winners will be announced on Thursday, December 11, 2008.  Competitive projects will be selected for entry into the West Panhandle Regional Science Fair to be held at UWF on January 26, 2009. 

Our PHS Science Fair models the competition at the regional level. We have a need for more judges who are professional scientists.  If any parents are interested in judging or know someone who would like to volunteer to judge, please contact the Science Fair Director, Ms. Kathy Smith, at ksmith@escambia.k12.fl.us.  If any parents are interested in providing refreshments for the judges, that would also be appreciated. 

Our students have a tradition of excellence in science fair competition for our region. We are expecting another year of outstanding entries.
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IB Student Life Committee

In an effort to enhance students’ high school experiences and in acknowledgment of the talents of students to provide invaluable insights, Ms. Gordon has formed an IB Student Life Committee.  Their mission is to establish leadership for a program-wide exercise in international-mindedness and global poverty awareness as well as to advise her about designing student-friendly activities.  Membership is comprised of four seniors, Josh Chen, Turi Clausell, Brittanie Esty, and Hillary Wehry; three juniors, Seth Friedman, Millie Nowak, and Kaeyla Villanova; two sophomores, Shelby Richardson and John Wiggins; and one freshman, Tatiana Hoyos.

Learning Connection

The after-school tutoring program, “Learning Connection,” has begun for the 2008-2009 year.  This program offers free tutoring in all subjects and grade levels to all Pensacola High students.  The tutoring takes place every Monday through Wednesday in the Media Center from 3:40 until 4:30 pm.  Students have the option of walking in and selecting a tutor from the ones there that day or making an appointment with a specific tutor.  Appointments may be made through Ms. Harvilchuck (room 8) or Lee Meach, National Honor Society Vice President and head of the Learning Connection committee.  Teachers, too, may refer students struggling in a specific subject area to a Learning Connection tutor.  Tutors are available to help students with understanding material content; studying for tests/exams; understanding homework problems; offering test-taking tips for specific classes/teachers, FCAT, AP or IB testing; or even preparing for SAT or ACT.  If you have any questions, please email Lee Meach at pnsmeach@gmail.com or Ms. Harvilchuck at lharvilchuck@escambia.k12.fl.us.  
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Chemistry Field Trip Publicity

IB chemistry students were featured in a recent publication.  The Summer 2008 volume of the University of West Florida Chemistry Department News contained a lengthy article with photograph.  Excerpts from the article:

The Chemistry Department had the pleasure of continuing its working relationship with the International Baccalaureate Program at Pensacola High School on Friday, Feb 29th.  Thirty-six students from the senior IB chemistry course, under the direction of Ms. Dana Nagel (a UWF alumna) were treated to a full day workshop on organic chemistry, stereochemistry and spectroscopy. . . In addition, forty students from the junior IB chemistry class visited the department to conduct a series of laboratory experiments on April 24th.  The students conducted experiments using liquid nitrogen to study heat of vaporization and learned about chromatography while performing separations with paper chromatography.

The IB chemistry faculty and students appreciate these opportunities and recognition provided by the UWF chemistry department.

English News

AP English Language and Composition:

Over fifty percent of this year's junior class passed what may be the most difficult AP exam offered; typically offered nationwide as a senior level class, over 300,000 students sat for the exam in May 2008.  Our I.B. sophomores decimated the national pass rate!

Other exciting English news: Mr. Murray and Mrs. Harvilchuck switched classes!  Mr. Murray now teaches 11th grade, and Mrs. Harvilchuck has moved to 10th. Mr. Murray expressed his deepest sympathies for his returning students who won't experience the amazing Mrs. Harvilchuck. However, Murray is ecstatic at the opportunity to join the official I.B. party.
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IB SENIOR TIMELINE 2008-2009

First Semester

18 August
extended essay complete draft due for grade in TOK (interim extended essay due date set by mentors)

08 September

optional math SL internal assessment task #1 due

20 September

(science) group 4 projects day

30 September

(science) group 4 projects due

21 October

theatre independent projects begin

24 October

theatre independent project portfolio due

31 October
3 submission-ready extended essay final copies due, electronic file having been submitted to www.turnitin.com ; assembly

12 November

TOK presentations begin

17 November

theatre research investigation due

01 December

optional math SL internal assessment task #2 due

05 December

TOK paper first drafts due (60% of semester exam grade)

12 December

IB stats/math studies SL internal assessment due

12 December

English HL oral commentaries begin (= semester exam)


Second Semester

20 January

Spanish B orals begin

30 January
revised English HL world literature papers due, electronic file having been submitted to www.turnitin.com
09 February

history HL internal assessment due

17 February

theatre practical performance proposals begin

23 February
2 submission-ready TOK paper final copies due, electronic file having been submitted to www.turnitin.com
07 March

theatre performance and production presentations begin

16 March

French B orals begin

18 March

biology and chemistry internal assessment due

27 March

CAS books due 

04 May

IB exams begin

28 May

graduation, 4 p.m., Pensacola Civic Center
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 IB:  THE DRIVE FOR EXCELLENCE!
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Dear IB Parents,

Each year the IB Support Foundation (IBSF) conducts IB: The Drive for Excellence campaign in order to raise sufficient funds to continue our support of the IB Program.  The money raised will be utilized for IB student, faculty and administrative purposes, thereby enhancing the IB Program and the educational experience for our children.  We hope to raise enough funds through the “Drive for Excellence” to help provide items to the IB program, which are identified and requested by the IB faculty and administration that are not included in the general school budget.

The IBSF has two campaign goals this year.  Our monetary goal for the “Drive for Excellence” is $15,000.  Our participation goal is to have 100% of IB families contributing to the “Drive for Excellence”.  
In the past two years the IBSF has contributed significant funds to enhance the learning experience for our children through the purchase of items used directly in the classroom as well as for faculty and administrative needs.  We have also sponsored yearly student and family events such as the Freshman Mixer, Induction Ceremony, Recognition Ceremony, Senior Events, and Tailgate Party. In addition, we purchase the senior stoles and provide a scholarship to a senior student each year.  The IBSF spent $12,652 in 2006-2007 and $15,000 in 2007-2008 school years to meet the needs of the IB students, faculty and administration.  We anticipate the need for a similar expenditure this school year. 
We are very fortunate that the IB Program is available for free to those who meet the academic criteria in our geographic area.  Not all IB Programs are free.  Some IB Programs are available only through a tuition-based enrollment plan.  Because the PHS IB Program is free to those who meet the academic requirements, the program relies on the IBSF campaign contributions to help support and supplement the additional needs of our IB students, faculty and administration.

The PHS IB Program has a proven track record of preparing our children for success in college and the years beyond.  By establishing an alumni data base, we are able to track the progress of students as they move through their college years and then into their chosen professions.  A testament to the excellent education provided by the PHS IB Program are the six 2009 National Merit Scholarship Semifinalists and twelve 2009 Commended Scholars from our IB Program.  In addition, the Class of 2008 was awarded over $4,600,000 in merit based scholarships!
Please consider making a donation to the “Drive for Excellence” to help support our IB Program.  We would love to attain the goal of $15,000, but it is equally important to us to attain the goal of having 100% of IB families participating in the drive.  We welcome contributions of any amount.  Every dollar makes a difference to our students, faculty and administration and ultimately, to the PHS IB Program.  

Let’s all pitch in to support and enhance the wonderful IB educational experience in which our children are so fortunate to be enrolled!  

Sincerely,

Jennifer Branco

President, IBSF
Page 8
	PENSACOLA HIGH SCHOOL 

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE PROGRAM

	[image: image15.png]



Deanna Gordon, Coordinator
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	500 West Maxwell Street

Pensacola, Florida 32501

(850) 595-1500 ext. 245
Fax (850) 595-1516
www.pensacolahighschool.org
dgordon@escambia.k12.fl.us


	
	Quality Education for a Better World


	


10 October 2008

Dear Potential Donors,

As a former IB teacher and parent and current program coordinator, I am justifiably proud of the twenty-plus-year tradition of excellence that the International Baccalaureate Program at Pensacola High School has established.  The motto of “Quality Education for a Better World” is not merely a nice-sounding platitude—I am certain that our graduates have indeed made the world a better place and am confident that the preparation they received here assisted in their ability to make an impact.

IB at PHS is rather a noble experiment.  We are offering a program in an inner-city public high school in a struggling educational district that is more commonly offered world-wide in wealthy, prestigious private schools.  Through the combined efforts of talented students with concerned parents, dedicated teachers, and the district, we have garnered an enviable record.  However, another element in the equation for success is certainly the assistance we receive from the International Baccalaureate Support Foundation. 

The officers and members of IBSF always stand ready to provide help, in ways great and small, tangible and intangible.  We rely on them to proctor exams, to arrange celebrations of our students’ achievements, to supply graduation stoles, to bolster teacher morale, to purchase teacher supplementary materials, to assist in office operations, to publicize our accomplishments, to buy big-ticket items of equipment—simply put, we rely on IBSF to make PHS IB possible.

Participation in the IBSF Drive for Excellence will help sustain the continuing mission of our program to provide quality education for a better world.

Thank you,
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Deanna Gordon
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IB:  The Drive for Excellence
Name:__________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________
Phone:________________________Email:_____________________________
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_____I would like to support the IBSF with a tax deductible donation of:

_____$25   _____$50   _____$75   _____$100   _____$250   ____$500  _____other
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 ______ I would like to become a Business Partner with a tax deductible donation of 
_____$250  _____$500  _____$750  _____other

* Please include a business card with this form, if available.
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_______I am an IB Alumnus and would like to support the program with a tax deductible donation of:   $____________
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_______I give permission to acknowledge my contribution in newsletters and other school publications.
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Please make checks payable to IBSF, Inc. and mail to our treasurer:
Becky Fleischhauer

4220 Montalvo

Pensacola, FL  32504

Thank you in advance for your support of the teachers and students of the International Baccalaureate Program at PHS
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	IBSF Events 2008-2009

	STUDENT RELATED EVENTS

Freshman Mixer (Aug. 18 at the Knights of Columbus Hall): Hosted by the IBSF and organized by Freshman Parents, this party is especially for our new Freshmen and traditionally held on the night of Freshman orientation. New freshmen have the chance to meet each other and a few upperclassmen before the first day of school. Light snacks and sodas are served and there are door prizes and a DJ. Chair:  Claire Rees (crfees@cox.net)

Freshman Orientation (Aug. 18, PHS Auditorium):  IBSF has a table located in the auditorium lobby with membership and volunteer forms, T-shirts for sale and IBSF members to provide information to new parents and students.  Chair:  Becky Fleischhauer (Btfleisch@aol.com)

PHS Open House (Sept. 9):  The IBSF has a table located near the IB office with information about IBSF membership, volunteer opportunities, IB t-shirts for sale, etc. Chair:  Beth Hoffmann (hoffcon@cox.net) and Claire Rees (cfrees@cox.net)


IB Induction Ceremony (Oct. 3 at 2:30 p.m. in the PHS Media Center): In the fall, families of IB Juniors who have satisfied the requirements to enter the IB Program are invited to see their student formally inducted and accepted into the program and a reception afterwards. Chairs: Lisa Gupta (retinavit@aol.com) and Jenny Allen (jallen500@cox.net).

IB 101 (Sept. 23, 6:30 p.m.)  IB 101 is an informative presentation of the IB program, its requirements, etc. presented by the IB coordinator and IB faculty.  The program is geared toward freshman and sophomore parents, but all IB parents are welcome to attend.  Chair:  Lisa Noyes (lisa222uuu@aol.com) 

IB Recognition Ceremony: Our alumni from the previous year return for the Holidays to receive their IB Diplomas in the presence of family and friends, with a reception following. Chairs:  Debbie Stearns (ddstearns@cox.net) and Becky Fleischhauer (Btfleisch@aol.com)

 IB Tailgate Party (Oct. 10, 4:30 -7:15 p.m. at Bayview Park):  Families and students are invited to Bayview Park for hotdogs and sodas prior to a football game in the fall.  This event is a great way to meet other IB families early in the year! Chair:  Jim Branton (jbranton@escambia.k12.fl.us)


Great Expectations Scholarship Presentation: (Date TBD) IBSF awards a scholarship to an outstanding senior student at the Great Expectations Event held during the spring. In an effort to further the mission of the International Baccalaureate Organization, this scholarship recognizes IB students who demonstrate an active intellect and a commitment to community service. Chair:  Lisa Ihns (lihns@bellsouth.net)
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	HOSPITALITY EVENTS FOR IB FACULTY AND ADMINISTRATION

Back to School Teacher Luncheon: (Aug. 14) Chair:  Michelle Sauls (sauls1956@aol.com)


Faculty Holiday Luncheon (Dec. 19, half day) Chair:  Lisa Greskovich (greskovich@aol.com)

Teacher Appreciation Week:  Chairs:  Jenny Allen (jallen500@cox.net) and Michelle Sauls (sauls1956@aol.com)  

End of School Teacher Luncheon: Chair: Bronagh Nowak (bronaghmac@cox.net)

IB Faculty Meeting Refreshments:  Light refreshments are served for IB faculty meetings after school. Chairs:  Lisa Greskovich (greskovich@aol.com) and Marilyn Van Sickle (mcvansickle@cox.net)
SENIOR EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
IB Extended Essay Party (Oct. 31, 11:30-4 p.m. at Bayview Park): After completing a community service project and submitting their completed Extended Essays at an Extended Essay ceremony, the Seniors are treated to a celebration hosted by the IBSF. Chair: Olivia Chen (chenolivia@cox.net)

Senior Sendoff Party: (Date and location TBD) Chair:  Mary Van Galen (msvangalen@hotmail.com) 

Senior Banquet:  (First Baptist Church; Date and time TBD);  Chairs:  Ellen Neal (ellen.neal@gmail.com), Beth Hoffmann (hoffcon@cox.net), Lindsey Windrow (lwindrow@cox.net) 

IBSF also purchases the IB stoles for our senior students to wear at graduation. 
[image: image33.wmf]
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FUNDRAISING EVENTS

Barnes & Noble Spring Book Fair: (Date TBD):  For one week during the spring, all purchases (with the exception of café items and gift cards) made with a voucher for the PHS IB Program will yield a percentage of the total purchase as a donation to the IBSF. Required reading lists are made available prior to and during the event. Chair:  Lisa Noyes (lisa222uuu@aol.com)

IB:  The Drive for Excellence (Kick off at IB 101 and runs through November):  “The Drive for Excellence” is our annual fundraising campaign.  Our goal for 2008-2009 is $15,000 and 100% IB parent participation.  A donation form is located under the section entitled “You Can Help/Financial”.  Chairs:  Lisa Gupta (retinavit@aol.com) and Jenny Allen (jallen500@aol.com)

IBSF Membership Drive (Kicks off in the summer and runs through Dec. 31):  Membership in IBSF helps provide funds which help support the IB Program, its students, faculty and administration.  Membership in IBSF also confers voting privileges at IBSF business meetings.  Chair:  Jennifer Branco (jjbranco@bellsouth.net)

PR ACTIVITIES
IBSF Website:  Chair:  Jim Branton (jbranton@escambia.k12.fl.us)
IBSF Newsletter:  Chair:  Eric Branco (jjbranco@bellsouth.net)

IBSF Alumni:  Chair:  Jennifer Branco (jjbranco@bellsouth.net)
IBSF Scrapbook:  Chair: Lindsey Windrow (lwindrow@cox.net)




Participating in IBSF events and activities is the one of the easiest ways to get involved and help support the IB Program.  If you are interested in helping with any of the events listed above, please contact the chairperson and let them know you want to help.  
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     IB UPDATE


PHS International Baccalaureate Support Foundation Newsletter





October 2008


Volume 8, Issue 1





Billie Evans is a National Achievement Semi-Finalist





Congratulations, Billie!





Advice for Juniors and Sophomores from Susie Cohan: 


College Counselor 





Juniors and sophomores should be studying hard and making the best grades possible. But another important area for them to consider is meaningful community service and activities that demonstrate involvement. These two factors can make the difference between admission and denial, particularly when a student is considering competitive colleges and universities as choices. And, last but not least, juniors should plan to take one ACT and one SAT once this spring. Taking the tests once is an absolute, taking each twice would be ideal. 





Please, feel free to call me should you have any questions. My home number is: 439-3100.





Did You Know…..?





Last year IB graduates were awarded more than $4,600,000 in merit based scholarships!





In addition, our students were awarded a number of prestigious scholarships including the Lombardi Scholar Award (only 8 in the state) which covers all expenses at U. of Florida including summer study,  the Jefferson Scholar at the University of Virginia which covers everything, the Cornelius Vanderbilt Scholarship  at Vanderbilt which covers tuition and a stipend for summer study, three partial scholarships from Emory Scholar, Stetson Scholar which covers everything,  and monies from Washington University, Cal Tech, Rhodes, Spring Hill, FSU, UCF and others that were earmarked for either summer study, leadership, community service and/or tuition. 





Prospective Student Open House


November 1, 2008


10 a.m.


PHS Auditorium





Save the Date!


Extended Essay Party


October 31


11:30 – 4 p.m.


Bayview Park


Want to help?  Call Olivia Chen at 


(850) 384-7886




















Pensacola High History Fair Competition





The PHS History Fair will take place 20 - 21 January in the school auditorium.





PHS Academic Team





The PHS Tiger Academic Team competed as individuals on 8 October at the Escambia County Academic All Stars Tournament. This tournament determines who will represent Escambia County at the Commissioner's Academic Challenge--the state tournament held in Orlando each April.





Senior Josh Chen had already earned his spot on the county team by virtue of making the team in both his sophomore and junior years and was not required to compete.





Thus, five slots were open for the finest scholars in the county. PHS was permitted to submit only four names as candidates for those five slots.





Our four competitors finished first through fourth in the competition.





The greatest disparity in point totals ever seen was achieved this year.  


Kay Li finished first with a point total that may be a tournament record (they are searching the archives to verify)


2nd was David Fleischhauer 


3rd was Spencer Leeper


4th was Matt Robinett





The range of score for these four students was 121 (Kay) to 88.5 (Matt).  The next closest score/the final slot on the team was earned with a score of 31.





We’re very proud of these IB students on the Academic Team who truly have set a whole new standard for this competition.





Travel to France





The French Department hopes once again to travel to Dijon, France in the summer of 2009 for its annual language study / home stay program at the Ecole Suisse. Sylvie Wormser, liaison for ES, will be in Pensacola in December to interview potential participants. Please contact Hunter May, IB French Instructor, for more information. � HYPERLINK "mailto:smay@escambia.k12.fl.us" ��smay@escambia.k12.fl.us�





Travel to Italy





Dr. Robbins will be offering a twelve-day tour of Italy this summer through E.F. Tours.  We will be traveling to the cities of Rome, Florence, Venice, Assisi, Pompeii, Sorrento, and Capri.  If you are interested contact Dr. Robbins or E.F. Tours at 1-800-665-5364.  The tour number is 468618.





Summer Travel





If anyone is interested in summer travel focusing on community service, language immersion, and cultural exchange, they should look into Global Works at globalworkstravel.com.  Programs run to numerous countries, including Costa Rica, Ecuador, France, Spain, Ireland, Martinique, and Fiji.





A Tree Grows in My Mind





The award-winning IB literary magazine, A Tree Grows in My Mind, is soliciting students to submit works of literary or visual art to be included in this year’s edition.





The publication serves as the student editors’ CAS project, both because of the creative effort required in its production and for the service provided by its fundraising for the Samantha Rodzwicz scholarship fund as well as other charitable efforts, including The Zoo this year.  The less financial burden incurred for publication costs, the more that can be donated to worthy causes.  The magazine depends upon the support of the IB community for its continued existence.  If you would like to contribute, your monetary donation would be very much appreciated.  Please send a check to Ms. Terry Benson, faculty sponsor, or Ms. Gordon, IB Coordinator, in care of the IB office.





IB JUNIOR TIMELINE 2009





Second Semester





06 January	English HL individual oral presentations begin


20 January	World geography SL internal assessment draft due


23 January	Math SL internal assessment task #1 assigned


02 February	Math SL internal assessment task #1 due


13 March	2 copies submission-ready world geography SL internal assessment due





20 March	math SL internal assessment task #2 assigned


30 March	math SL internal assessment task #2 due


20 April	math studies SL internal assessment draft due


01 May	English HL world literature paper one due


04 May		AP and IB exams begin


27 May	English HL world literature paper two due 





International Baccalaureate Program


Pensacola High School


500 West Maxwell Street


Pensacola, Florida 32501


Mrs. Deanna Gordon, IB Coordinator


850.595.1500 ext. 245


� HYPERLINK "http://www.pensacolahighschool.org" �www.pensacolahighschool.org�

















